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A message from Mr Ryan 

What a busy term we have had! As usual, our main focus has been on delivering high quality, 
effective lessons to your children, and on creating a warm, caring environment where every 
child feels valued. The Year 2 and Year 6 pupils have been working incredibly hard preparing 
for their statutory assessments, and we are expecting all their efforts to be rewarded when 
the results are announced. 
 
It is not only teachers and pupils who have been working hard: after some wonderful bake 
sales, class photographs and so much else, our wonderful PTA organised a fantastic Jubilee 
party, where pupils were allowed to dress as princes, princesses, kings and queens.  As part 
of this, we introduced a competition for Year 6 children based on the BBC programme The 
Apprentice.  They were divided into six teams and asked to run a stall selling goods at the 
Jubilee celebration.  The team that made the most profit were the winners, and a treat will 
be arranged for them soon.  Look out for the result of this competition in the first newsletter 
of the half term! 
 
As part of our enrichment programme, we have continued with a wide variety of after-
school clubs, from cricket to crochet and from drama to cooking.  We have also been taking 
full advantage of the excellent recent weather by putting on a range of extra-curricular trips, 
including the London Museum of Water and Steam, Battersea Zoo, the Bookshop Upstairs 
and the National Army Museum.  These all help develop pupils’ knowledge and 
understanding, and give them a wider view of the world around them. 
 
We hope you all have a great break next week and that pupils come back refreshed on 
Monday, 6th June. 

Enrichment at Millbank Academy 

 With the return to normality at many of our enrichment venues, children have been able to 
enjoy more trips to enhance their learning and enjoy a variety of new experiences.  
 
Children in Nursery, Reception and Windmill went to Battersea Zoo to learn about a range 
of different animals while one of our buildings was being used as a polling station. 
 
Year 1 and 2 children attended the road safety puppet show run by Westminster City 
Council.  Year 1 also enjoyed visits to the Petrie Museum, where they learned about ancient 
Egypt, and to Pizza Express, in which they learned about food and making healthier choices 
– before assembling their own lunch! 
 



  

 

Year 1 also visited Tate Britain to look in detail at Carnation, 
Lily, Lily, Rose by the American painter John Singer Sargent, 
which they have been learning about this term with Miss 
Chandler.  
 
In Years 3 and 4, the children visited the Bookshop Upstairs, a 
reading enrichment scheme in which all children also received 
a book of their own choice.   

 
Year 4 children received cricket lessons as their enrichment from the specialist Platform 
Cricket Charity. They also visited Westminster Abbey, and they are also due to enjoy a trip 
as part of their science curriculum.  
 
Year 5, by contrast, visited the London Water and Steam Museum at Kew, in which they 
learned about the provision of clean water supply and the inventions of the Victorian age 
which led to modern sanitation.  
 
This term, Year 6 has worked hard at SATS exams – rewarded by a surprise trip to Pizza 
Express at the end.  Many thanks to the PTA for arranging and funding this wonderful treat! 
The children also visited the National Army Museum, and learned about the history of 
soldiering and the armed forces. 
 
 
Next term, a sporting highlight will be our cross-trust sports event for Key Stage 2 on 
Monday 11th July. KS1 sports days will take place on Friday 8th July. 

 
Our clubs have been as well-attended as ever, and we look forward to organising more 
activities and outings next half-term! 
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Greenhouse Sports 

 Greenhouse Sports uses sports coaching and mentoring to empower young people and help 
them unlock their full potential. 
 
Our evaluation shows our young people attend more school, get physically fitter and grow 
in confidence and resilience as a result of our coaching and mentoring. 
 
As well as delivering a high quality PE curriculum, Greenhouse Sports offers a variety of 
extra-curricular opportunities, including after school clubs and competitions. This includes 
inter-school tournaments and events run by the local school sports partnership. 
 
This summer term, we are excited to deliver two cross-trust sports days! 
 
KS1 Sports Day will take place on Friday 8th (unfortunately, due to the number of children 
competing, parents will not be able to spectate from inside the premises).  KS2 Sports Day 
will take place on Monday 11th of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

PAGE 5 
 

Curriculum Focus – Geography 

 Our youngest children have been learning about plants and planet Earth. At the beginning 
of the term, we created our planet. We coloured and cut the continents, and we stuck them 
on a balloon. We now all know the planet has different continents and is a sphere! 
Furthermore, we have learned about plants. We talked about the cycle of a bean and each 
of us planted some seeds in a pot. Some of them have already grown quite high! The last 
topic we have been learning about is “where people live”. We are looking at similarities and 
differences between countryside, villages, towns and cities. Everyone created their own 
London city and wrote the word "London" at the top. We are working very hard to be ready 
for next year! 
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In Oxford class, our story this term is Handa’s Surprise, which is about a little girl who lives 
in Africa. The children looked at the map of the world/globe to see where Africa and the 
United Kingdom are. We then made representations of the earth to identify the different 
continents and see the differences between where we and Handa live (e.g. climate, food, 
landscape, different homes). 



 

  

PAGE 7 

This term, Year 1 has also been studying different land features. The focus has been on 
understanding how movement in the Earth's surface brings about physical changes over 
time. The example here is the formation of mountains and valleys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 has been learning about countries, cities, towns and villages. We have been learning 
how to locate where we live on an atlas and by using a globe. We have been using 
geographical language to describe places in the United Kingdom and the continent of 
Europe. 
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In Year 3, we have been learning about some of the largest countries in Europe. We have 
focused on France, Spain, Italy and Germany, and we have learned about their capital cities 
as well as exploring their specialities and traditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This term, Year 4 is studying the different types of industries, namely, primary, secondary 
and tertiary. As part of this, the children are writing some extended pieces of writing 
comparing the different industries. 



 

 

 
Year 5 students have been studying the physical and human geography of some of our 
neighbour countries in Europe. We have been researching the landscape, climate, 
population and settlements. We have then used our map skills to create a detailed map of 
each country - displaying our research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 students have been working hard this term on an extended piece of writing. They 
each chose two different countries to research and have produced excellent pieces of 
comparative writing. 
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